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CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Brenda Spencéf

Swindon Town are our visitors to the J1B Stadium
this aﬁemoon and are the only side in the Division

that nc b:n'c Yot 1o mcet,

A qulrk of lhc ﬁx!un:s however means lh:u we shall
SO0 eet again as we visit the County Gml.md at .

the end of next month. -
I would like 10 welcome ﬂ'f:ﬁDI‘IE‘ who has

travelled up from Wiltshire to the game todav Long =
gone are the days of local ded:ry' matchcs at this 1

time of vear.

1 hope you all enjoyed the Icﬂmu& over thc
Christmas and are now prepanng for more
celebrafions as we welcome in theé New Year,
The players and siaff at the Club do not enjoy
much of a Chrisimas break with the matches
coming thick and fast at this time of year.

- Peoplc often talk about a winter break, but at the

end of the day we ail love 10 anend football

matches at this time of year if only 10 get out the
housc and -nway I'rmn Lhe chucc;lalt'-. and the old

films? :

Jason Jam:tt MUSE Sit- oul lhe gmw 1Iu~ aflemoon as. :

he picked up his fifth caution of the season at

Oldham 4 fortight ago. It is only a one Gime ban e
and so he will be cligible for the éww Years d;yi -j s

 clash with Notts County,

~The Nomis County game is also a Spm kick ,oﬂ'su
there will be pleaty of time 1o nurse ‘the'moming
hangmcrs and T.am. sure that most pmple will lw:

g!acl of some frcsh :ar;n ;hc aﬁmmm '

Next Saturday we of course make the ip down the

M6 1o Stoke for the FA Cup third round. Thé maich ..
+is all ticket for Latics supporters with tickets now .

on general sale from the ticker office.
boweappmachmcﬁmlgamcofﬂlcycarzmﬂ ;
For all Latics supporters it has cemainly been a
productive year on the ficld. A great finish 1o last
season that saw the ream start to gel together and
then an even: betler stant' 1o this scason thar
hopefully we ¢an continue right through until next
May. -

- Our best ever rin in ﬂu: ‘Ul.unhmgwn Cup :md our

best home crowd since 1970 have also mcant that

2002 has been a great year 1o be 4 Latics fan'®

On behalf ol the Chairman, Board of DLreclors .

Management, Players and staff | would like 1o thank

you for vour support in 2002 and m:.h you all a
very !l:lppv ?\t.w Year - :




Good afternoon and welcome to the first of two home games
in four days either side of New Year at the JJB Stadium.

May I take this opportunity 1o say that 1 hope you all
had a very merry Chnistmas and also 10 wish every
one of vou a happy and prosperous New Year,

I wrile these notes the day after our Worthington
Cup fexir at the hands of Blackburn Rovers and 1
thercfore hope you're reading this having seen us
put in good performances against Huddersfield and
Port \ale.

Today's visitors Swindon will provide us with yer
more stiff opposition and as I've said on many
occasions, there really are no easy games in this
Division. There have been a number of ‘coupon
busters’ already this season and on any given day
any team in this Division can beat any other. That is
why vou have o treat every single game in exactly
the same manner and only focus on the very next
game that vou have 1o play. If you start thinking
ahead you'll come unstuck. so itis up 1o us 10
conlinue 10 concentrate the way we have been, as
on the whole we can have few complaints about the
commirment and desire the players have shown this
SEUso0n.

Looking back at the match against Blackbum Rovers
— obviously we are disappointed to lose as it is never
cnjovable whatever the circumstances or opposition.
However, 1 think vou'll all acknowledge thar we
came up against an outfit of the highest quality and
therefore there was centainly no disgrace in our
defear. Having said that, 1 was a linde disappointed
with the way we stood off them in the first half but |
was then pleased with the way we went about our

business alier the break.

Until they scored their sccond goal with ten minutes
remaining we were well in the match and | thougln
we gave them a real game afier half time. We made
a lew chances over the 90 minutes — Jason De Vos's
carly header, Gary Teale's shot and Neil Robernis’
glance art the near post — but on the night, in the
end, it was not 10 be,

Though we would have loved 1o have reached the
Semi's, I'm sure you'll agree thar we cenainly had an
exciting adventure in this vear's Worthington Cup
and I'm sure we all hive some great memories when
we look back at the five games we played. The
players deserve an enormous amount of credit for
the way they have performed so far this scason and
it is now up to us a1l 1o continue this form in our
League campaign.

On another note, wasn't it fantastic 1o see another
huge crowd inside the JIB for the Rovers match?
Once again I'd like to thank you all on behalf of the
club for your continued fantastic support. Nights like
that really show the potential we have here and
hopefully we can all pull together to reach a level
where that sont of atendance becomes the norm.
Please keep up vour good work and get behind us
again this afternoon — you have an impornant pan 1o

play and we really appreciate vou cfforts.
All the best,

Paul.
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This afternoon sees us
entertain Swindon Town at the
JJB, In what Is sure to be a
competitive contest for both
teams.

Swindon will be looking to
climb the table, while we are
keen to continue the form
which has seen pick up points
so far this season.

To look back a litde bit, T'd like to
thank vou for your tremendous
support in the Worthington Cup
quarter final defeat to Blackburn. 1
i don't think we were overawed by the
ccasion, rather we were beaten by a
etter side on the day. Nevertheless, 1
it we gave a good account of
urselves, and against lesser
position the chances we had in
¢ second half may have found
the back of the net. It was a good
yard stick for us to measure

ble 10 u)mpete with them over
90 minutes.

I trust that you have all had an
enjoyable time over Christmas,
d that Santa was good to
ou all. Hopefully he has one
yre gift stashed away for us,
being three points in this
ilernoon’s game!

“Enjoy the match!
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| Mike Flynn

Clirstmas is a busy period ar the best of times but for
mudficlder Mike 1t has been a bit more hectic as he moves
into his new house

* That's me all over, T don't Jdo anything simple. Moving
into a new house just before Christmas, More disruption but
hopetully in the next couple of weeks, T should be seuled”
A bubbly character ar the best of umes, Mike achieved his
ambition 1in becoming a professional footballer when Paul
Jewell signed him from non-league foothall in the dose
SCASTm

“ s been a dream, Tt was only six weeks ago that 1 was
plaving for Barmry Town. No disrespea 1o the League of
Wales. but in the short tme 1 have been bere we have
plaved, West Bromwich Albion, Fulham, Manchester Caty
and lately Blackburn Rovers. To be on the same pitch as
Andy Cole and Dwight Yorke. it has been a fantastic time

= The management and players have been grear helping
me. I have had a bit of stick from the players but I give as
good as 1 get. It keeps them on their toes. ‘The team spint is
brilliam

“Although the players have made it casy for me, the step-up

10 being a professional football is hard, Even in training,
vou have 1o be on vour game every day and at your best in
cvery match. Mavbe in non-league vou could have a bad
day but not now.”

With the New Year fust approaching. Mike hopes that 2003
will see the club gain promaotion with him scoring a few
more goals.

* It is always nmice 10 score and I will take as many as | can
get They say if you are going to score then do it in front of
the cameras, and | did thar ar Blackpool. Fingers crossed
that we achieve our aim of promotion. We have (o keep the
hard work going with good habits. 1 want 1o impress so
much, pushing myself to get bener and for myself the end
product will be getting into the side on a regular basis.

= There are a lot of good players at this club. ‘They are all
pushing each other. As the gaffer says if somebody comes
out of the team, then there is always someone eager o
come in. It has been hard for me 1o gat a place but | have

1o be patient and keep gomg”
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\Heinz

This will be The Latics™ last
match of 2002, T think you'll
agree this year has been a
fantastic one for all Latics
fans.

Was Father Christmas kind 1o
you? I know he was in my
house, my daughters Jessica

and Laura had a fantastic time.

To be honest, Laura, who is
only 160 months old, had more
enjoyment with the cardboard
boxes than the toys me and
her mummy had bought her.

I was that excited for
Christmas morning that I was
up at 3.00am, and I could
swear that T saw Santa flying
over Ashton in his Latics top!
Don't forget the next Junior
Latics Party Night will be on
the 13th of January. This will
be held in the WEST STAND
ol the JIB which is on the
second floor. All you
have to do is to go to
the main reception
and a committee
member will show
you where to go.
The theme for the
night will be T.V.
Programmes.

This is where we
will be playing

Welcome to the JJB for today’s -
match and a Happy Christmas to’ z2's

.r"

you all.

games from the world of
T.V. like “Play Your Cards
Right”, “Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire™, “15 10 17
many more. We start at 7.15
tll 9.15pm. As well as our
Members Draw we will be
drawing out names for the
Mascot Draw.

and

Victoria
Neacy

Victoria is 9 yearsold...
MISS TT MISS OUT!
She goes to St Aidans

I'm off now and do you Primary School.

know what, I won't see any
of you till next year!!
What do you mean YES!!!!

She likes McDonalds and
Sunny Delight and
watching Saved by the
bell.

Martyn Ode, Chairman of J.L.

Her Favourite Filmis
Grease and Loves going
on holiday to Cornwall.

Her ambition is to be either
a Hairdresserora
Midwife.

Her Favourite Playeris
Neil Roberts.

13



We Know Your
Game!

O football
O rugby
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|

o golt
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\h/ -

- boxing

O o

O all types of commercial
design and print

designers and printers.
proud to be associated with
Wigan Athletic Football Club

Colourplan Design & Print
Tel: (01744) 23868

e-mail: info@colour-plan.co.uk
ISDN: (01744) 752956

Fax: (01744) 753316
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ACJION

OLDHAM O - 2 LATICS

Saturday 14h December 200

A goal in each half from Nathan Ellington and 'captain fantastic'
Jason De Vos earned Latics a fabulous win at Boundary Park
against promotion rivals Oldham Athletic on a cold and blustery
afternoon in Lancashire.

Ellington fired home on 30 after fine work
from Scout Green and Neil Roberts and then
on the hour mark De Vos headed home a

e S bl

Green comner 1o double Latics advantage.
And though Oldham huffed and puffed,
John Filan remained untroubled through-out
and the sending off of former Latic Darren
Sheridan more or less ended any hopes the
home side had of a comeback.

A great day for the 2000 or so Wiganers
who made the trip along the M62 and a
thoroughly deserved win for Paul Jewell's
men who moved three points clear at the
top of Nationwide Leaguc Division Two.







YOURTEAM - YOUR TOWN - YOUR CREDIT UNION

» Converient 8 safe sevings

* Low cost loans

o Frze e msurance on Sawngs

* Free loan nsurance

* No hidden fees or ransaction charges
» Young savers account

 Ruri by the members for the members

for more details
18312y 01942 TGIT06

emad: WotudaSwecouda 19 0o uk

S

football’s fuf

e -l % Fﬂﬂtﬂjggﬂgmn

Helpline 0800 0277766 www.footballfoundation.org.uk
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News 'mdwews from®
the victory away at
Boundary Park

PAUL JEWELL

Jt was a good result and while it was a
ity -grily, performance carly on, we got
ctibr as the game went on.

1 thought we controlled the game Irom
i finish, and T0-comae 10 Oldbam withi your
keeper nor having t© make a save is credit
o everyone g
people have said Oldham were nussing
ong or two kev plavers but-we werc
*without Liddell. McCulloch and M(.\!i.ll;m.
This win puts us eight points clear of
them and that's imponant because they
will be in the final shake-up.

L

ime from star ;

voserver

Christmgs came ¢

arly for Wipan .«

li}:_\' were gifted mwo gu:l:t‘:l;‘j:lnllt:

j“':"l-b. onl a plate. With the anackincf.
f; Aty that pay) Jewel] hag Old ,
should have known they d ‘ha‘m
4 ough afternpon e
Ian Dowje I

Made o mist:akes

into the six . S Boing
: PUInter. 2 23
o He SUrprisingly

anged his formation a
!r—r tell his rCarrunged ha
Pick up Nathap E
De vos. '

nd he torgor
: ck-four 1o
lington and Jason

Manchester

EWS

allowed the D ¢
uke and sk;
the danwgu_ ¢ and skipper 1 do

WIGAN stretched their unbeaten nin 1o 15
L ganies in an afternoon’ of drama againsg -
fellow highflyers at rainlashed Boundary
“Park.

o They struck in each half to move eight

i . pomnis clear of the home side who, played
'the lasr rwenty-five minutes with ten men.
Former Wigan favourite, Darren Sheridan,
wis e player 1o walk following a yellow
e 11 M )

A Scor Green free kick was chiested down
in the box by Neil Robens and in form
stnker Nathan Ellington fired in his 1oth

. poal pf the season and his fifth in three
games.Oldham hada’t even had a shot on
target when Wigan grabbed a second goal.
Green was again the set picee provider, this
time with a cormer, and Canadian ace, Jlason
De Vos climbed high to head home his third
goul ol the campaign

—

W& never looked like

Opening Wigan up-

a cose, keenly contested
CTE Was not

much in the Lame. Wiean
. - &

scored from meo ser
preces and the first pogl
same from an
Innecessany free-kick Iy

Was poor defending for
both poals

WIGAN EVENING POST

A trip to the bookmakers would
have been in order before this v isit
to Boundary Park

Joha Filan to keep 2 clean shect

was worth a tenner of anyone's V|E

money and who in their right
mind would have bet against JASON DE VOS

Nathan Ellington continuing his
scoring streak?

It would have taken a brave
punter to place such a spread bet you
but congratulations if someone did
- they'll be rolling in it by now.
John'FiI;m kept his fifth clean piece
sheet in the league, equalling
John Brown’s club record from
the 1978/79 season. The Duke
100k his tally to five in

three games - and 16

for the season with a
splendidly taken

il was

[t was a great result for us as
it was a real six-pointer. It
was a typical derby, roll up
r sleeves and get in with
it. Nathan took his goal well.
My goal was another set

ece that we work on.
Greeny put &

fantasic ballin, 1~

had to make sure ¥

that 1 got there

and put a

good head £ ¢

on il.
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»Swindon Town

Unbeaten in their last four away league matches, manager Andy
King admiued disappointment after a last minute penalty at
Plymouth denied them all three points in a 1-1 draw. Labelling the
decision as “outrageous” he was furious at the way his side had
been deprived of victory.

“It was not a penalty. But what can you do. We can't replay the
game again. As for the march, both teams were aggressive with the
three up front. | thought they had more guile and we had more
pace and threat

“There is no doubt we deserved o win it. We battled them, were
positive and created the bener chances. But 1 couldnt ask any more
of them. They were fantastic for me.”

Celebrating his rerum following a onc-match ban with the goal,
skipper Andy Gumney earned praise from his manager

“We all know what Andy Gurney can do in those situations. It was
a tremendous free- kick, particularly as 1 felt their keeper had had a
good game and is a shot swopper.”

The draw at Home Park followed on from excellent an ay wins at
both Tluddersfield Town and Wycombe Wanderers in November,
leading scorer netting the winner in the last minute 1© secure a 3-2
victory, while the same scoreline was achieved at Huddersfield with
Parkin again neming a late goal.

With the transfer embargo now lified on the club following the Neil
Ruddock saga lifted, Andy King was hopeful of bringing in some
new faces on loan into his small squad ahead of the busy Christmas
period. The former Liverpool player's contract has now been paid
up, enabling the club to go into the ransfer market. However he
was expecting a Scrooge-like response from other managers in the
build-up 1o Christmas as he looks to bolster a squad hit by the lass
of midficlder Johnnie Jackson who has returned to Spurs following
his loan spell.

“Christmas is coming and people are not going 1o let
le go out on loan. Not with a programme of five

club and find players available, panticularly %
players of the stature 1 want 1o strengthe ;

One plaver that will miss this
Eafternoon’s clash is David Duke

MATTY HEYWH

GOALKEEPERS
A superb shot-stopper
BART GIEMINK has been
an ever present this
season making the
keepers jersey his
own. Recruited from
Peterborough United in the
summer of 2000, the giant
Duich keeper is approaching
a century of league starts for
the robins former under 21
international, his first club in this
country was Birmingham City. Having
impressed at Reserve level, CRAIG
FARR made his debut from the subs
bench in the LDV Vans Trophy victory

over Southend United.

DEFENDERS
Club captain at the County ground,
ANDY GURNLY is an integral pan of
the team with his ability to comnbute
vital goals. A Bosman style signing from
Reading, he has featured in a number
of positions since his arrival in July
2001, On target in the F A Cup win
against Huddersfield Town and again a
week later in the league victory scoring
from the penalty spot. Returned after
suspension 1o score in the 1-1 away
draw at Plymouth Argyvle. An
experienced central-
'a-_ defender with over 330
league games under his
belt. ALAN REEVES is
now in his fifth
B} season with the club.
Having signed a
new one-year
contract in the
summer, the
‘$ former Rochdale
and Wimbledon

, AP0Y GURNEY



player has now completed 150 league games for the
Robins.
A wough and uncompromising central-defender MATTY
HEYWOOD has been an ever present this scason. A

: former traince with Burnley, he arrived at the County
ground on a free-transter in January 2001. Was voted
player of the season last year.
After impressing on a non-contract basis. GARETH
EDDS early season performances were rewarded with
a one-yedar contract. A versatile performer, who has
featured at fullback, the Austruliun is a former
Nottingham Forest trainee released by the club at ‘
the end of last season.
Now in his fourth season with the club, ADAM
WILLIS is a former Coventry City trainee. Not
a regular in the side, the central-defender
when called upon always gives a solid
performance.

MIDFIELD
A composed steady performer on the left,
MATT HEWLETT (right) made over a centu
of league appearances before his move in
July 2000, Capped by England at youth leved
during his time at Ashion Gate, he has been
a regular in the side since his free transfer
move. Recruited from Portsmouth at the start
of the season, STEFAN MIGLIORANZI is a
Brazilian born American with an lalian passport
Spotted playing university football in the USA, he
netted his first goal for the ¢lub in the 6-1 LDV Vans
Trophy win over Southend United.

A predominately right-sided hard-working plaver,
STEVE ROBINSON cost the club £50,000
following his move from Birmingham City
in February 2001.His never say dic

attitude has made him a crowd favourite at
the County ground. \mkmg his debut as a
substitute in the F A !

Cup defeat was
DAVID BRAMPTON.
The 17-year-old is a -
product of the youth tmm;n;,
scheme.

STEVE ROBINSON

+ PARKIN is the subject of this afternoon’s one

FORWARDS
Top scorer this scason including a hat-trick on
the opening day of the new season, SAM

to warch. Now in his second season at
the County ground, FRIC SABIN
netted the winner in the 2-1

win over Mansficld Town in
October. Signed from French
Second Division side

o Wasquehal, his BTN
'jeleclrifying pace and

¥ ability 10 run at defenders

ASON.
Joint top scorer last season,
- DANNY INVINCIBLE

5 (right) has shown his
ersatility by also playing
midficld. Recommended
o the club by the West Ham
L United manager Harry

: Redknapp, his wlly in his first

season saw him become a crowd favourite.
etted a brace in the 4-2 away win at
esterficld in August. Capped by England at
Eyouth level, local born DAVID YOUNG has

risen lhmugh the ranks w the fringe of the first team.

A slightly- build player who netted his fim goal last
season. in the home win over SETE

Blackpoaol.

ERIC SABIN 4



Sam

Born -
Height -
Weighi
Dare of birth - 14 March:

Having arrived at the County ground
summer afu:r mnnlh\ of spc.cuhnon. '

start thshis new club. Having wmcd fro
Chelsea, the former England sahunlboy
mtcrnanonn] netted a har- |ruk on his

win over Barmle\.
A powerful runner with strength in the
displays have seen him become a huge ¢re

:“r

highlights the role of Andy l\.mg in hd
“ The manager told me coming to bwgn
playing part of an attacking three would e
chances. That's certainly the case, the boss
been proved right and all credit to him. T*
suppose it’s nice that Chelsea will see me
performing well. T will always remember my.
time ar Chelsea, but I am a Swindon player
now.”
Having played last scason for Northampton
Town whilst on loan, Sam knows all about th 3
division having enjoyed similar loan deals w th
Oldham Athletic and Wycombe Wanderers™
His return ro Adams Park last month saw hi
grab a last minute winner, netting twice 1n'a
win and then followed that up in the nexta
match with a late goal in the 3-2 win at
Huddersfield Town.




fame as a player as a hively mudhclder
his hometown club Luton
4. His next stop was Eventon,
ghe cub with which most people associare
Sihim, who he signed for in 1976 for £35.00
£ e made 150 appearances for The 1
orng impressive 38 gouls in four secasons

Cambuur, Luton again and Aldershor
B His first managerial appoiniment was at

Foster s depanure, steering them o & mid-
table finish in his first scason a1 the helm

he Second
[inisheed in Gt place in e
. bur they were beaten in the play-off
smi-finals by John Duncan's Chesie
allowing his deparure from Field Mill,
I'ld_\ .\[h'rﬂ SO L okl of TErAagCInent

me Working

emiership club Sundedand as a scour,
olin Todd 1ok him to Swixkion Town as
er in the summer of 2000

faven the opportunity 1o mpress Chairman
Terry Brady, and afier four games in charge
he was given the job full-time, on November
o 2000

The Robins struggled 10 keep themselves
out of the relegation z for most of the
Season but a win over Peterhorough in the
penultimate game of their league campaign
ensured their Second Division survival
The great escape acl was not enough to
ensure Andy King's survival however,
Pespite his cffons in keeping The Robins
asp. former Liverpool boss Roy Lvans

ed him a the County Ground in June

gain:q Swindon with regand 10 his dismissal
awas reinstated as manager last Christmas
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CRANE HIRE

RING COLIN KIRBY
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01723 585888
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UPGRADE TO PLATINUM FOR SOME GREAT BENEFITS

Whatever your pocket - it's a great way to support Wigan Athletic
and gain great benefits.
GREAT CASH PRIZES.
EXCLUSIVE MATCHDAY FACILITY
SEASON TICKET DISCOUNTS

DON’T FORGET

BLUE CHIP MEMBERS LOUNGE MATCHDAY
Admission... Adults £5...Juniors £3

Come and check out the facilities - you may want to join!
Entrance via West Stand Concourse 2nd floor
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Aspull Juniors

ASPULL JUNIORS FC FORMED 1997
Currently providing football for around 160
children from UG's to Ul4's competing in the
Central Lancs, Mid Lanes Colts, Leigh and
District and Bolton/Bury Junior Football
Leagues.

Already the club has achieved numerous
honours in the last 5 vears.

The club is proud to have an association with
Wigan Athletic and has provided many plavers
for its School of Excellence.

A great feather in the cap for the club is that
they have just had a former player named in
the England Schoolboys squad.

DEVELOPMENT

This scason for the development of the Club,
Aspull Juniors have formed an open age team -
Aspull JFC - who when applied 1o the Wigan
Amateur League was placed in the second
division. Unbeaten this season and situated at
the top, and the only Wigan side in the last 16
of the Lancashire Shield. a great achievement to
dare. The ream consists of experienced plavers
and local youth, naming but one, Anthony
Rudd, who has contributed 40 goals to the total
of around 80 scored so far this scason.
Manager Terry Gaskell is delighted with the
start but reiterated “Tt's a team game and
players 1-6 all contribute to the goals and
results.”

The Club has just held a Child Protection
Course which means thar all Managers, Coaches
and Committee members are now in possession
of a certificate and a Child Protection Officer
will soon be nominated.

This will enable the club to apply for the FA.
Charter Standard of Development which will
raise the profile of our Club.




Jason De

Celebrations as Latics Captain JDV secures
victory at Boundary Park in a great 2-0 win

over Oldi-




ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY
AVAILABLE FROM THE JJB STADIUM
TICKET OFFICE & MAIN RECEPTION

CONGRATULATIONS...
Happy Birthday 1o Dianc Byron...
Lots of love from Dad and Shirley and
Anthony. Enjoy the match from
everyone at Wigan Athletic,

Special Birthday wishes to one of our
Corporate Guests Today.
Happy Birthday BILL FULSTER.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY KEN COYLE
LOVE FROM ELLEEN. STEPHEN,

JUDITH, HEATHER, TOM, DAVID,

VIKKI & JAMLES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ALAN WOISTENHOLME

HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY

. JOIIN COOK

HAPPY 65TH BIRTHDAY
ROBIN HARSTON

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
LINDSAY TAYLOR

CONGRATULATIONS FROM ALL AT
WIGAN ATHLETIC.



Saturday 28th December
Sunday 29th December

Monday 30th December
Tuesday 31st December

TICKET NEWS

FA CUP 3rd ROUND

STOKE CITY V WIGAN ATHLETIC
SATURDAY 4TII JANUARY 2003
KICK-OFF 3:00PM

PLEASE NOTE THIS FIXTURE IS ALL
TICKET!!

Sales will commence from Monday 16th

2003

Wednesday 1st January
Thursday 2nd January
Friday 3rd January

Wigan Athletic v Swindon Tm
~10am

Wigan Athletic v Notts County

CLOSED -

(Qam -

Qam

10am s
Qam
Oam

December 2002 to Season ticket holders
upon production of a 2002/ 2003 season
ticket. Any remaining tickets will go on
general sale from Sarurday 281h December
2002. Credit Card Iotline: 08451 473 227,
Match ticket prices are as follows:

CAR PARKING

FA CUP 3rd ROUND

STOKE CITY V WIGAN ATHLETIC
SATURDAY 4TH JANUARY 2003
KICK-OIT 3.00PM

South Stand

Adults £17.00 Car Park tickets will be available from Monday*10th December
Under 17 yrs £10.00 2002, priced at £3.00 each. Please note there is only a [|mned Lo
Over 65 yrs £10.00 amount of tickets available, :
Under 11 vrs £9.00

WIGAN ATHLETIC FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES WANTED
lHome or away in the non-lcague days before 1977,
Do you have any from the 1940°s or 1950's? ‘The older
the beuer! Full Collections or single items. I'm a keen
Latics collector and will collect and pay a good price.
Also wanted Wigan Rovers,

Ring Chris afier 6 on 01257 473338 or
07970 269409 dayvtime.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURE

In the event of an emergency at the JJB Stadium requiring evacuation of the
ground in part or whole, spectators are requested to remain where they are and
listen carefully to announcements over the public address system.

The announcements may direc! spectators in a specified area of the ground and

\I!]

require evacuation through exit gates to the outside of the ground or through 3

penmeter exit gates onto the pitch. g

Club Stewards and Police Officers will assist in directing spectators to the safest 2

locations.

If requested to evacuate a specified area of the ground, spectators should do so E

as calmly and quickly as they can to assist in a safe and speedy evacuation. &
ALL EMERGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE oy

PRECEDED WITH A CHIME.
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TODAY’S EXECUTIVE MATCH SPONSOR

Unfortunately, we can
only give you the
complete security

picture.

For ALL your
guarding requirements

R”i‘ngrlom Security Limited

FREEPHONE: [il: 1K P g kL)




Wigan Atbletic Sponsors
| TODAY'S MATCHBALL SPoNsor |

Hall Recruitment Limited

f 4§ HAIL RECRUTTVENT. LVITTFTS
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L HL R & Cop .L-u'u

First Floor ‘J_‘.'-'!‘uLaP' D m\lﬁm&“
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We are proud to be sponsoring Wigan Athletic

whilst celebrating our 1st year in business ; "W"*"L‘E‘m g STEe. **“';“* 5

‘mm'mmu '_, .
M ROY Pranr ;
FXIPRFSS FHCOTRICAL D058 MBGHON AT

Specialising in clerical recruitment in Bolton, WHGAN ATILLITI. S ma'mﬂmm‘\ﬂ
} MR HATRY RICTIARISON 4

ARMSTRONG CROUR OF CIRPANES

Leigh, Warrington, Wigan and Worsley area.

; ww M MALGNE Y w\*mv P
MR PALY, BIRNEY 2 GUESTS . SLALEWIAK .v.}ur.Qt.. o
. . MRS ESR YR LT ¢
f-:";' ¥ ;_,.-" TN AR PRENOOTT & GEESTS'

£y MOSSTRUCERES = MARIS HIRST & COUIN KTRRY

T aF 7 AR STRRE BROWN & G FSTS
ASHITUEN INSIIRANCE
CAROL QUIAN & GLESTS

DMANE BYRON & FAMILY
MR RO HARSTON & GUFSTS
THE OHWIIL WIGAN PR
FAY WHFLLFR & GIFSTS
ATLISON MALONFY & GLESTS
MARY FASTER & CLENTS
MU JOHN FVANS & GLFSTS

- MEES ML GREGORY & GLISTS
Hall Recruitment Ltd..... S G BNt p LT
GIOLOW WINDOWS X CONSERVATORES
- - MR C JONES & GUEST
Reassuringly reliable REWECCA CARFY & GIESTS
MR AN RORINSN & GIUFSTS

ME ALAN WOLSTENIIOLME & GUEST

WINCANTON LOGISTICS

R DAVILY HALL & GUESTS

Telephone: 01942 605533 Fax: 01942 605577 i;;;‘f\f‘;‘f“‘""'fl

Al CHTOUEY & GLEST
www.hallrecruitment.co.uk BETR TROM AN
SUSAN GHRIEN & GLESTS
BN COOK & GLTST
TAIRITURST & GITSTS
IVNTON MAETNSON & GUTENTS
™™ LORKT & GIFSTS

Official Club Official Kit Exccurive Family Fndosure Wigan Athletic IT's Asda Pre-March
Sponsor Sponsor Lounge Sponsor Sponsor Schools Project  Matchday Club  Enterntainment
T——

ASDA mowisH®

B |
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CONNECTIONS

In a season that was to see us play the Robins four times, our feature
match is our first ever meeting at Springfield Park in the 1986/87 season.

The famous Springficld Park wind machine, which
contributed to the ruination of so muany promising
encounters over the vears, was for once on our side
in this contest.

It resulted in us claiming victory in the second “six
pointer” following on the heels of the Notts Counry
clash ‘%n_d proved the slip-ups against Bristol Rovers
and Chesterfield were wCmporarny.

While the victory didn't move us up the wble, it did
bring us closer to the moving pack with a game in
hand.

Having won their last seven marches and unbeaten
for an impressive ten, this was a important win as we
outfought the Robins. If not fluent football to keep
the most critical of fans happy, the match contained
enough thrills and spills.

It started in spectacular fashion with three goals in six
minutes and while the goal stream obviously dried
up, the excitement carried on throughout the match.
Bobhy Camipbell got the first, a superb header from a i
Paul Cook corner, but the joy was shon-lived as just
sixty-seconds later Dave Bamber equalised from close
range.

Three minutes later David Lowe who was celebrating
winning the £1.000 Blue Chip first prize draw was
hauled down in the penalty area and Alex Cribley
rammed home the penaliy.

Both teams could have added to their ally throughout
the first-half as Nigel Adkins and Tim Flowers both
made superb saves.

But two minutes into the second-half, the Robins
were level for a second time when substitute Bryvan
Wade curled in a cross-cum shot that 1otally deceived
Adkins,

For a time that looked likely 10 be it but then the
wind intervened.

It caught a dlearance kick from the on loan Flowers
and took it struight to the fect of Paul Cook.

Cook controlled it well and sprinted towards goal
before planting a shot past the stunned Flowers.

Paul Cook



PLAY-OFFS
The play-offs were introduced in 198687 10 sertle
the promotion and relegation issues between
divisions and w assist in the reduction of the First
Division from lwenty-two to twenty over two
SEASONS,

Both ourselves and Swindon were involved in that
first play-off which saw the Robins finish third and
us fourth. After leading 2-0 inside the finst fifteen
minutes with goals from Chris Thompson and David
Lowe, suicidal defending allowed Swindon 1o score
three goals in the last eighteen minutes. In the
return leg, we hit the woodwork but not the net
and went out after a goalless draw,

LATICS DEBUTS

Bobby Campbell made it a scoring debut following
his move [rom Bradford City netting in the game a1
the County ground in October 19586, Sadly Bobby
was to end up on the losing side as Swindon ran
out 3-1 victors,

Lee McCulloch and Steve McMillan both made rheir
Latics debuts in the 0-0 draw against the Robins in
the match ar the 1IB Stadivm in March 2000,

Thar match was also the first in temporary charge
for Colin Greenall following the departure of Bruce
Rioch.

HAPPY HUNTING GROUND

Scont Green has an impressive scoring record at the County
ground. On cach of the last two visits. Scorr has found the
back of the ner.

PLAYED FOR BOTH CLUBS

Alan McLoughlin is only one of three players to have
played for borh clubs. The midfielder was recruited by John
Benson in December 1999 but only made a handful of
appearances before his release. During his time with
Swindon, he made just over a century of league
appearances before a £1 million move to Ponsmouth
December 1990. Loan signing Andy Mutch ammived at
Springfield Park from Swindon Town in August 1985
making just seven appearances before his return
just one on his debut at Preston North End. 2
striker Peter Thome spent two months with
March 1991 from Blackburn Rovers, retur
Park before his sale 10 Swindon Town in g
six months later
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through ihe ranks.

Resernve & Youth Round up

There was disappointment
for David Lowe's Reserve
Team in their last game
before Christmas when
thev shipped to a 1-0
defear against Macclesfield
Town on Wednesday 11th
December at the Robin
Park Arena.

Lowe named a voung side
all in all, though Ian
Breckin and Ged Brannan
did provide some first

team expericnce as Paul

Jewell looked to top up
their match fitness with some extra competitive
action. Breckin came in and caplained the side
alongside Keiran Chamaock at the heart of the Latics
defence while Brannan slotted in in central midfield
next 1o first vear pro Paul Santus

In a maich where chances where at a premiom it
was Latics who started the brighter and the visitors
were twice thankful 10 the woodwork in the
opening 20 minutes, Centre half Charnock was
panicularly unlucky when his volley from 12 yards
rebounded back off the underside of the bar before
bouncing up and then being cleared 1o safeiv,
Though Latics continued to press they [ailed o
really test Matt Higgins in the visiting goal though it
must be said that at the other end Ryan Yeomuns
was enjoving a quiet afternoon to.

David Moore had a couple of half chances as the
game progressed into the second half but with linle
goal-mouth action ar either end the game looked
destined for a goalless draw

However, just as it seemed it was 1o be a point a
picce, a line through ball plaved in Mace striker Neil
Robinson and as he ran clear of the Laties rearguard
he made no mistake, clinically firing beyond
Yeomans to cam his side all three points,

And with only a couple of minutes remaining the
game was up, Latics left with Tittle time to mount a
fight-back and thercfore forced 1o suffer an
unfontunate defear. Lowe's men now down to fifth

in Avon Insurance Leaguce Division One West,
though they do have a game in hand on three of

the four teams above them.

Latics:

Yeomans, Jones, Foulkes, Breckin (¢), Chamock,
Brannan, Thompson, Santus, Poner, Moore,
Pendlebury.

Subs:

Roberts |, Lynch, Edwards, Dixon, Traynor.

Latics Reserves” next fixture is on Wednesday 11th

January when they entertain Blackpool at Robin

Park in a 2pm kick off.

David Lee’s youth team

Destreyed” Blackpool

in a 5-0 win.

YOUTH TEAM

Meanwhile there is more good news regarding

David Lee's youth team who moved up to second
place in the Youth Alliance North West Conference
after a fabulous 5-0 win ar Blackpool on Saturday
Tth Decmber

David Moore was the hero for Lee's lads netling a
memorable hattrick, while Kevin Lee and Chris
Porter got the other goals as Latics destroved “Pool”
in the second half having led 1-0 at the interval.

Latics:

Yeomans, Owens, Chamock, Fdwards (Foulkes),
Lee, Lynch (Santus), Roberts. Traynor (Dixon),
Moore, Porter, Pendlebury (Vicira)

Subs not used:

Thompson



% 3 ‘EHVESWHY CENTRAL CATERING

ravel QIR Emd VYR T | STADIUMS LIMITED

- i Official appointed ground caterers for the JJB Stadium

| ) | ‘{ 01942 736548

i * Suppliers of Team Travel coaches to { iz

§ Wigan Athletic AFC

| * Superb fieet of executive class, air- |

| conditioned coaches for privaie nire. ‘

5 » Comporate coaches with 32 or 34 seats,  §

! tables and on board catering facilities.

E e Executive 48 or 49 seater coaches with P ro u d t 0 b e

% seatbeits, WC, fridge and hot drinks = R
facilities. i d h
® Specialist travel for teams and ‘ a SSO C] a t € Wi t
supporters. '

Latics and the
Warriors

e British and Continental tours and short !
breaks.

¢ School tours and exchange visits.

* Private group tours department.

» Coaching for conference and exhibition
delegates.
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s client / server

+ networking

+ software development
= internet / intranet
+e-mail

+web design

+lan / wan

Missing Link

Communications Ltd

Unit 99

Bradley Hall Industrial €state
Bradley Lane

Standish

Wigan

WN6 0XQ

¢ Telephone: 01257 473445
. Facsimilie: 01257 473446
| e-mail:info@mlinkuk.com

www.mlinkuk.com =
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That was the year that was...

2002 was 2 temnfic year [ur Wigan Athleric. Omh
8 losses m the calendlar year. some aackmg
victories and a fremendous cup run Add o the
mix that #'< likely tas | wrlc these nintes) that
Wi arc gomg to fimish the vear on top of 1the
table. S0 n a rather predicable progrannne
picce | thought I'd dish owm my awands for 2002

BEST GAME - Wigun Athlete Vs Candhifl
Feb 1fah 2002 (kist sczison),

They really are o cam that we kae o Dl and
bow we beat themy Four set preves, four
beaders and four goals. Smphainy itsell bui 2
brillian performance and a score Tine 10 wam
the heant. Made oven sweeter by the [uar that
thew fans bought an Argentivtan flag Gihcad of
the Wondd Cup) but had w fold ot up belore the
end of the game due 10 embamassmen

BEST GOAL  andy Taklell Vs Nows Counry
Meadow Lane Sar Auguss 24 This was a tricky
o o ¢ Ea- wise on this season alone (nover nond
Eest) b Lidds™ st agamt Nodls Coumty edges it
T can burely do 1 psice by writing abow it bt
here goos. Nathan Flimgton stcamed formarnd
Fed Lidds whe dified soness e face of the box
before spotung thew kesper ofl his line and
exccuting the mos delighiful chip finish T domi
remember how Lidds celebred the goal bur |
do remember our press ullicer Chris Ammonchs
losing his cool, throwing his arms i the . and
then hagamg bis chest in shear pode
remund Chns thae be didnt actually score the
goal himself. ahhough o hear him talk abwoun it
vou'd think he lusl.

1 had e

FAVOURITE RESULT - Luiics | Manchever
City U - Nowvember Sih 2002 My media
collcague Dave Seddon summed up this game
perfealy with the opening hine of his much
repon the day alter HOW SWEET WAS THAT,
procliimed Dave m the Evening Post and it was
spoR om. Three and a half vears we had waited
for the chanee 10 aght the wrongs of THAT

plavoll senu (mal and Neal Roberts” goal was
wonth the wail. Grear aimosphere, great
Tmagme 1l be
talked alwout for docades 1o comne

accaswm and o groa rosuk

BEST AWAY GROUND VISITED - Meadow
Lane, Nots Coumry. Now' T can assure you tha
chixrmy Couniy is in NO WAY mflucnced by
the fact we ply them this affermoon, The pross
box at Mcadow Lane is superly, Comly scais, a
greal
view and lots of pace or cquipment! Alka om a
persoml level it s the (losesy ground 1o my
home City of Lewester, wluch means | get 10
visit home in the prosess. We visiiod Meadow
Lanc 3 tmes i 2002 amd Latics won all three
On the secumd visgt of 2002 iz was a
ful sunnv day and we made the nustake ol
saving “This saill e fird scison we come o
Meadow Lane and s not chocking it down™,
Just weeks later we were back m the LDV Vans,

gamcs

b

and ves, #f was aming cats, dogs and amy oiher

household pet yvou'd choose 10 mention

WORST AWAY GROUND VISITED -
Chesterficdd"™ Twice in 2002 and that was twice
LHMES [0 any

WORST QUESTION ASKED - ML 1 John
Filan s scason.  1he aonul game escapes me
(it could huve been Oldham an home ) but our
Aussic keeper had playead 4 blinder and we
mierviewed him in the after malch press
vonference.

Disiracted by some other guings on in the press
oo (no, not a tray of pies going past before
vou ask) | pot fustered and ashed: “IS SHOT
STOFPING AN TMPORTANT PART OF YOI'R
GAME?™  john replied m his typically laid back
manoer: “Yezh mate, I'm a goalkeeper™ A
clanger that Tve m been allowed to foreet in a
humy!

COMEDY MOMENT OF 2002 - P.ul Jowcll
fallmg over just in front of the dug-our -
Stowkpon wm home this season' The mamager
will probubly have me for including this bur ot
was i clussic moment. Paul w o master at waking
the mickey and nmaking me lock like a
cnm;\h'tc clown Jur‘mg our mnderviews and
this was 3 remnerxlous few seconds of
comedy for me. | have to say the
manager ook # with his usual good
grace and desperately scarched for
someone (o blame?

BEST DRIVING MOMENT AT
AN AWAY GAME Phomouth
away in Ocwber. Sir Geoll Lea
(clubxcall, programme contributor

and all round goxodd eg) shares the driving on
all away tnps and af Plymouth away Sar Geoff
cxcelled himself,

This category could also be tiled FASTEST EVER
APPROACH TO A SPLEED BUME. We must have
been going s0mph s we went into orbit and
the stewund on the car park a1 Phymouth kooked
horrified as we eventually landed hack on phinct
earth. Sir Geoll's rsponse 10 the incident was

also a classic moment of 2002 The sunned
silenice of the car broken by Geoff exclanming
“What's that doing there® Stoppang plonkers
doing 40mph in a car park T magine

BEST TRAINING GROUND MOMENT -
Neil Rurhers BARBIF pen. My Nuarker
(Manchesier Evening Mews) s always merciless
n his skiting of the rest of us m the Latics pross
o but we usually strugade o Ly 4 finger on
him But cardier this season Neal dropped an
alnughty danger by writmg his notes (while
mervicwing Faul Jeacll with 5 BARBIE pen
(ves that's mghi a fully grown adult with a pen
with 4 picture of Hardne on 2 Paul. being the
forgiving chamcrer that he is, ripped into Nesl
with some memendous mickey Lluking and left us
all in fits laughter

BEST (or should | say WORST) GOAL
CELEBRATION - 1o conienders, Mike Thnn
agans Blackpaox
Hereford! Fyenu
delighted for Thiomy ™

nd Scoit Green agamsy

mie mvohvod with Lancs was
get a gral and even
maore delighted wikn

he couldn't get his wp ull 1o celebrate, The
coaching stall and the rest of the plavers luve
given him cnough stick about the incdent and
needless (o sav removing his shan having scored
a geal is a much praciced move down al the
traming ground now. It may have been his firs
Foothull League goal, but the celebwition I'm
afraid was defingelv League of Wales., As for
St Green, a ballant offon for those of us who
wutch The Office'on BBC 2 On spanking
home the winner agamst Herelord in the FA Cup
I round, Greeny proceeded (o copy ‘David
Brent's’ superh dance to mise moncy for comic
relicE. Appreciated by ‘us men' in the press box
and the winner of codebration of the season

And to finish, 2 won! for the good people of
Wigan Arhletic FC! It's been a privilege o cover
this club i 2002 and kt's just hope we finish
the by m 3. For the office safl s Laics
thunks for putting up with my constant
mtermupiions during the season when T just
popped mn during the week 10 e all vour
chocolates. And 10 our illusttioss press officer
Mr Chins Ammonds (nicknueme Stig) and Stuan
Hayton, who have spemt the majority of 2002
budgzering me for programme notes! 1'd like
say my Now Years resofution will be 1o hand my
programme notes in on e and be more
ruliable.  But lets face it lads, nowts gomg o
change. Enjoy the game and ga behind the
bds
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TINNION TO BRING DOWN THE
CURTAIN OF HIS CAREER AT
ASHTON GATE

Brivol City midficlder Brian Tinnion
has announced that he will end his
careers at Aslhitom Gate, whether the
club offer him a new deal or not
The 34-vear-old has been with the
Robins for ten years, but his cumment
contrail expires at the end of the
scason and he has vet 1o hear from
the club about a new deal

"My cument contract expires at the
t‘llli_ﬂfiﬁf season and | am looking
no (uAhSY than that at the
moment.But [ have already decided
that | won't move 1o ancther club, 1f |
don’t sign a new contract at Ashron
Gate that wall be the end as far as
playing is concerned My future as a
plaver is not really down 10 me so |
am not looking too far into the fuure,
although T would cenainly like to go
into coaching and management one

day "

CORAZZIN STAYING AT
BOUNDARY PARK

Oldham Athletic's Canadian striker
Carlo Corazzin has postponed knev
surgery arxl a mp home 1o ry and
case the Latics injury worries

Ihe news that prolific Duich frontman
Clyde Wipnhard has been diagnosed
with & career threatening knee injury
coupled with Clint Hill's broken
leg, has left manager lain
Dowie desperately shom of
experienced plavers
So the Canadian
mtemational has
agreed to pur his
operation back until
the New Year

while Dowic
artempits o find
more cover for his
forwards

Carlo Corazzin

With the dub in desperate financial
trouble Dowie may struggle to find a
replacement of the quuality of
Winhard

HEANEY ENDS PLAYING DAYS
Plymouth Argvle winger Neil Heaney
has been forced 1o retine from
professional football due © a long
standing knee injum

The 31-vearold former Dundee
United, Dadmgzton, Manchesier Ciny
and Southampton wideman has been
out since March and has called i a
day after surgeny Tailed 10 solve tdwe

problem

MAC ATTACK

Steve McMahon has wamed four
players sl o sign new contracts at
Bloomfickl Road that they will
struggle 1o find a betrer club
Blackpool's form has slumped in
recent weeks and fellowing their
ninth league defeat of the season at
struggling Mansfield before Chnstinas,
the Scasiders boss has told Darmy
Coid, Richie Wellens, Manin Bullock
and John Hills 1o “knuckle down™,
He saick: “They all think that because
their contracts are up they're going 10
2et massive wages and bhig new
contraats somewhere else. But they

won'r”

POSH DUO IN DEMAND
Peterborough Lnited have
confirmed they turned down offers
for captain Andy Edwards and
winger Adam Newton
Third Division Oxford
United wanied to ke
Fdwards on loan with a
View 10 4 permanent
deal. while Wimbledon
made a bid for
Newton

“With the club

supposedly near 1o being sold, | think
il would be wromg o transfer any
plavers until the new owners come in
and deade whua plan they have got
0 tike the club forward,”
Peterborough muanager Barmy Frv told
the club website. Edwards has boeen
at Peterborough since 1996, while
Newton jomed the cdub froan Wess

Ham in the summer,

VALE AXE GREW

Port Vale's assistant-nunager Mark
Grew has been made redundant by
administrators runming the troubled

Stttordshire club.

Grew has been laid-off as pan of a

cost-cutting package which the
administratons said was needed o
save the dub

Seven members of stafl have also
been muade redundane. although chief
scout Ray Williams is the only other
one of munager Bran Horon's
foorballing backroom stafl 10 have
gomne

A former loun player here at Wigan,
the former keeper ended a long
association with the Vale Park cub,
Youth-team coach and ex-Vale striker
Martin Fovie will now assist Honon in
running first-team affairs. Williams,
another former Vale plaver. ends a
near 30-yvear association with the
club



Vile are repostedly £2 4 in debt and losing
around £500.000 a vear and the Inland Revenue
and Custom and Fxcise are owed 8600, 000

The Professional Footlallers' Assocation have
given the administrators a loan of £34.000 o help
the club on a shom-term basis,

Vale are now ia tie hands of Tan Rose and Bob
Young from accountants Poppleton and Appleby
alter the application 1o go imo administration was
accepted by the High Count in Birmingham just
before Chrisimas,

REEVES BACK WITH SPIREITES

Trovid Reeves has siumed a contraa with his old
club Chesterficld unul the end of the season. with
an opuon lor an extra 12 months.

The veteran striker left the Spireites to sign for
Oldham on 3 free transfer last January following a
successtul loan

But he returned 1o Chesterfich] on loan in August.
making 16 league appearances and scoring once

before the deal ended last month,

GRADI STILL KEEN ON WHITE

Crewe manager Dano Gradi has admired that he
is sl inerested in signing Mansficld Town's Andy
White, despite the striker returning to Field Mill
after his foan spell ar Gresty Road

Ihe 2Fyear-old mude two substitute appearances
for the Railwaymen carlicr in the season. afier
being sent 10 Crewe by former Stags
boss Stuant Watkiss in order to gain
expenience

White obviously did enough 1o
impress Gradi during that time,
but the situation has been
complicaed by the facr .
that new Mansficld
manager Keith Curde
has decided 10 give
him a chance in the

first 1eam

Andy White

Nationwide BT

League Division 2

Pd WDUL F A Ps. GD

Wigan Athletic 21 145 2 36 13

Bristol Ciry 21 142 3 45 2B
3 Cardiff City 21 13 4 4 35 17
4 Oldham Athlctic 21 11 6 4+ 34 16
5 Crewe Alexandra 21 11 5 5 32 18
6 Brendord 21 9 5 7 27
7 Queen's Park Rangers 21 8 6 7 28 25
8 Luton Town 21 8 6 7 31 2
9 Chesterfield 21 9 3 9 18 23
10 Tranmerce Rovers 21 9 3 9 206 33
11 Blackpool 21 8 4 9 25 32
12 Plymowh Argyle 21 6 8 7 28
13 Wycombe Wanderers 21 7 3 9 29 31
14 Por Vale 21 7 5 9 2 33
15 Colchester United 21 6 7 8 22 27
16 Northampton Town 21 7 4 102 2
17 Stockpon County 21 7 3 N 26 31
18 Swindon Town 21 6 6 9 B 3
19 Barnsley 21 6 6 9 24 33
20 Nots County 21 4+ 107 30 31
21 Peterborough United 21 S 6 10 26 30
22 Hudderstield Town 21 5 6 1017 3
23 Cheltenham Town 21 5 6 10 20 29
24 Mansfield Town 21 5 3 13 36 33

Table last updated due to print deadlines

Today's Matches
Hamsley v Pont Vale
Blackpool v Colchester United
Bremiford v Mansfield Town
Chesterficld v Cheltenham Town
Peterborough United v Northampton Town
Plymouth Argyle v Notts County
Stockpon County v Bristo] Cay
Tranmere Rovers v Queens Park Rungers
Wycombe Wanderers v Luton Town
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RAILTRACK

SAFETY IS DUR GOAL Today | thought I'd toke the
opportunity fo introduce fo you o
touple of members of our FITC team.
First up is Rowan Draper who joined us
in May.

I'll let Rowan take up the story.

SPORTS.

*I joined up with Latics in May
2002 s a frainee coach and
with the support and
assistance of the
Community Staff, |

& recently passed my NVQ 2
fiz A ""' for Sport & Recreation,

& (ooching, Teaching and
Instruction. With the

_ Hurther experience
Bl gained from

. iﬁ\

assisting the goalkeeping coach ot the
Wigan Athlefic Centre of Excellence, |
now look forward fo progressing my
career in coaching, hopefully with
Latics Football in the Community.”

And next up today is Gary Pilling who
has now been with us for over 2 years:
“After joining F1.T.C., over two years

0go, | am now Assistont Community
Officer to Bill based ot Christopher
Park. After qualifying os o coach it
becomes very important to confinue to
develop in that role with odditional
training ond courses and to learn how
to corry on the great work that

FLT.C. has done over the yeors ond
with the help ond support of Bill and
the Community hopefully Il be able to
do that. The particular aspects | like
are meefing new people every single
day and octing as on ambassador for

Good afternoon and welcome once again to the JIB Stadium.

the Club becouse we are not just
looking for the Players of tomorrow,
but also the Fans of tomorrow. This
makes our school coaching sessions
doubly important os are the Soccer
Schools we run throughout the year.
Finally I'd just like fo extend seasons’
greetings o oll our friends, all the
schooks ond the thousands of kids who
have made 2002 unforgeftable! Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New
Year.”

Gary is a quality coach who has been
very ill for o while this year. We are
very pleased that Gary is now in
rehabilitation from the illness and
should make o full recovery in the
near future and go on to other
coaching qualifications.

Well that's about it for today from me
but obviously I'll be back in The
Latic’ for the gome against Notis

County on New Years day. Merry
Christmas ond Happy New Yeor

everyone !l

All the best,



March 25th - 31st

An exciting week for all Wigan Athletic fans as news of
wo new signings broke at the JIB Ssadium. On Tuesday
20th the club confumed that they had completed the
signing of midfielder Jason Jarrent from Second Division
rivals Bury for a fee of £75,000. The 22-vear-old signed
a three vear deal @t the JJB Stadium and his new
munager Paul Jewcll spoke of his delight shorly aftex
completing the transfer.

“Weve been looking @t Jason for some time and are
thrilled we've munaged 1o agree 4 deal 1o bring him
here. Hes 4 box to box player and a good athlee
who we fevl has bags of potentil ®

Ihe following morning came a different vpe of
news as it was nvealed that madfielder ‘Tony
Dinning had been allowed o move 10 Stoke City on
loan until the end of the season. This eventually led
10 Dinning being an influential figure as the Potters
won the pliy-off final in Codiffi bur thankfully a
permanent deal was never completed and now Dinning
is playing a staming role in Latics promotion push ths
NUCANOL

Just a day Luer and one of the biggest domestic transfers
went trough with Latcs at the hean of it Nathan ‘The
Duke’ Ellington joined Wigan Athletic for a club record
fee of £1.2 nullion from Bristol Rovers. The highly rated
20-vear-old had been a longterm uinget of Latics boss
Paul Jewell and he was delighted to faudly et his man
“We'ne very excited to bring Nathan to the [IB Stadium
We've been very impressed with him and his record
speaks for itself. | am looking o improve the side going
torward and see Nathan as an imponant addition to the
sepuad.”

Untortunately. Cllington had his Latics debut delaved for
a werk and was only a spectator when Latics mavelled
1o Vide Park on the last Saturday in March.

A disappointing game saw Latics slump 1o a 1-0 defeat
but the debut performance of Jarrett gave Latics a rexsl
lift for the furure.

Jason Jarrett

4 three year deal
from Bury in farch
delighted Manager
Paul Jewell,

April
April  began with  Latics  entemaining
Peterborough at the JIB Stadium and Andy
Liddell's 16th and 1Tth goals of the season
helped the home side to all three points
. Though Dave Farrell npented a
R consolation for Posh, Latics held on
comfortably 10 pick up three
valuable home points
Five days later came the long
awaited debut of The Duke’
as  latcs  travelled 1o
Saliergate 10 wke on
Chesterfield. Andy Liddell
gave Latics an early lead
and though Scon Green
was set off in conceding
the penalty from which the
Spireites  equalised, it was
Ellington's day and in the 23nd
ninute he wmed just outside
the box to fire home guite

Enter The Duke!
After a delayed
debut Nathan
Eilington
signalied his
arrival against
Chesterfield with
@ Tremendous
finish,

A great year to be Blue...

Chris Ammonds looks back at the past year.

Today we continue our look back at the past year at the JJB Stadium, picking up
the story from Monday 25th March, just a few days ahead of the transfer
deadline and an exciting week for everyone involved with Wigan Athletic.

brilliantly 10 win the game for lus new side. Latics boss
Paul Jewell spoke 1o the press afier the game and
acknowledged that it had been a ough hanle bur also
added that he was delighted with his two strikers
“With ten men for so long there's no way 1 cin say
anything negative about our lads. They worked their
soxcks off from st 1o finish and in the first half played
sonmne good sl

"It was nice 1o see Andy Liddell on the score sheet again
andd Narhan showed what he's all about. He had no right
10 shoot from there really but it was a great finish. Tt was
nice 10 sce one of our stnkers score from inside the six
yard box for the fint goal too”

A week later Hlington made it two guals in two games
as he netted on his home debut at the JIB Stadium mn
Latics 30 wm over Nomhampion Town. The Duke’
therefore became only the second Latics playver ever, to
score on both his home and away League deburs -
Graeme Jones being the other. Jason De Vos and Soon
Green netied the home sides other goals on a day tun
turned out 1o be Anan De Zeeuw's Last game at the 1B
Stadium.

Latics lust game of 2001-2002 presented them with the
long trip to layer Road o ke on Colchester Paul
Mitchell had been rewarded for his fine form with a news
wo vear comiract shead of the game and though Latics
fell two behind at the interval the new spirit withn the
club helped the visitors eam a share of the spodls, A
brace from half tme sub Neil Roberts hauled Latics level
and made sure that the scuson ended with an excellent
draw rather than a disappointing deteart

Lancs eventual finishing posiion of tenth in Division
Two was not oo bad considenng the troubled stan they
encountered and there was plenty for Latics fans o fecl
positive about when you considered Jewell's side’s form
m the post Chastnus period

And with the season over, latics announced those
plavers who were being released and this saw lan
Kilford, Pat McGibbon, Lun Nokun, Paul Dalglish, lan
Johnson. Ben Kay and Derek Sullic all depant the JIB
Stmdivm and begin their search for a new dub
clsewhere.

Summer 2002

The nwin opics of conversation during the summer
months were would Afan De Zeeuw sign 2 new
contract at the JIB and also, who would Paul Jowedl
bring in over the summer ahead of the new season?
News about the first of these questions arrived early in
June and it was not the news that Latics fans had hoped
for. However, although ‘Amy’ chose o move on to
pastures new, all at Wigan Athletic wished him all the
best with his move 10 Porismouth and thanked him for
his sterling service at the |JB Stadium. A club spokesman
said:

"It goes without saying that we're disappointed 1o lose
a player of Aman’s calibre and someone who has
performed consistently well for us. We offered him what
we felt was an excellent contracr as we look to launch
a promotion challenge next season, but unfortunately,
Forsmouth can offer a level of football that at the
present lime we cannot. With this in mind Ay’ has



made no searet of his desire to play at a higher level
again before hanging up s boots.”

The fact that De Zecuw took longer than expeaed 10
decide where his future lay shows how difficult a
choice he had and Latics fans ‘Amry Day’, surcly played
a major part in this.

“The reception that the fans gave "Arry” during the last
few wecks of the scason cenizinly made his dedision
even more difficult and also showed him the esteem in
which he was held at the IJB. I'm sure everyone at the
club would ke o thank "Amy’ for his contribution
during his three seasons in a Latics shirt and wish him
all the best with his move to Ponsmourh.”

A couple of weeks later came news of Larics first new
signing ahead of the new scuson. Young Welshman
Mike Fliynn made a £15.000 move from Barry Town o
Wigan Athletic and shonly after completing the deal,
Flynn told wiganarhlenc.v of his hopes for the fulure.

‘1 can only lcam from the bemer plavers here and
hopefully 1 can teach them a thing or vo as well Paul
Jewell's got a lot of experience so 'm looking 1o learn
from him too. People have told me that Wigan have
underachieved over the past few years and you only
have o look around the place to see that that's true.
You look around and this place is definitely madc for
Division One, if not the Premiership in a couple of
vears time,”

And in a busy few days a1 the JIB, the club then
announced that all ime leading goal scorer David Lowe
was returning 1o the cJub as first team coach and before
following this up by announcing that they had
completed the signing of Chesterfield central defender
and captan lan Breckin for £150,000.

Breckin spoke of his excitement shorly after
completing the deal @t his new home ground:
“Everybody’s made me really wekome here and

obviously the facilities are superb so 1 can’t wait (o get
staried now. A couple of weeks ago [ heard tha there
was some mnterest from Wigan and then | came over for
talks at the end of last week. Obviously, | wanted 1o get
something sorted as quickly as possible and luckily
enough we've managed to get i soned and I'm very
happy.”

August

Afier a pre-scason campaign that saw Latics travel
1o Holland for a couple of matches before stanting
a series of home Mmendlies, Paul Jewell's side
travelled to Whaddon Road, Cheltenham for
their first Nationwide League game having lost
only one game in their build up to the new
Division Two season

And this confidence was reflected in their e
opening performance, as early goals from |
Andy Liddell and Lee McCufloch gave Lartics
a wo goal lecad that they held onto |
comfortably for the rest of the game. Manager
Jewell was pleased to start the season with a
win although he knew his side could improve
in many areas.

“There were cenain things | wasn't happy with,
but we had the offon. work rate and spirit, and

could have scored seven or eight goals. We defended
well and stuck at it, and promotion and
champmonships are all about winning nity-griny
games.
“As well as | want us o play, it i nice
come away and scrap and fight for a
victory.”
Laucs followed this win with three more
o complcie there best ever stam 1o a
Fooiball League scason. Two goals from
Nathan Ellington and a second half winner
from caprain Jason De Vos saw ofl brave
Munsficld at the |)B, before late goals against
Binstol City from Scott Green and Lee
McCulloch mude it three wins our of three.
And then just a week lter, two rruly
fabulous goals from Andy Liddell helped
Larics win 2-0 at Meadow Lune agains Netrs County
to keep his side clear ar the op of Division Two
However, just as things appeared w0 be going
swinmungly w the JIB, Latcs suffered back-to-back
defeats to drop Paul Jewell's side down to third An
unforfunare defeat at home o Por Vale was followed
by a disappoinung perfonmance at Colchester as Latics
lost to single goal from Layer Road youngster Nean
Morzan
No rezson to panic for anyone ar the 1B vt though but
manager Paul Jewell knew that his players must heep
ther sandards lugh of they were 0 realise their
ambitions of promotion to Division One
“1 think we are a better side on paper than we were on
the pitch roday. We didn't have enough quality 1o break
them down. We had some great situations Dol we didn't
nuke the most of them, and that's the nusn reason as
to why T am so disappointed - the lack of qualiny.”
“Their goal cune from our attack when we last the ball
100 cheaply. We couldnt even pass the ball ren yards
ar times and we looked like 1 pub team, 1 didn't thank
we lud that many great chances. For all the possession
we had, we couldn't open them up. We have 10 be
more nitty gritty and get on top of the opposition and
have the stomach for a fight”

Jason De Vos

Laiics Canadian
dofendar took on the
caplaincy this season
and scored the winner
in the home win against
Mansfield Town.

Well that’s it for now but make sure you get the
next issue of The Latc as we look
back ar the past four months as
a Wigan Athletic fan, as Paul
Jewell's side continued
their impressive stan o
their League  season
and also embarked on
the stan  of their
memarable Worthington Cup run.

Lee McCulloch
Scorer of the second

goal In the opening gams

3 of the ssason.

" Lee continued this fine

foren until picking up an :
Injury during training.



1oan Athletic

supporters association news

Who'd be a footballer at
Christmas?

This is our third game in a week and
we still have Nots County to visit

the JTB Stadium in four days time

Would vou treat a racehorse the way
vou treat a professional foothaller? 11
vou did you would soon have the
RSPCA knocking on the stidium
door and this is the time when the
clubs with the bigger squads of
plavers will feel the benefits of the
rush of gamies,

Hopefully, aveare going into this
game still top of the Second Division
(Christmas deadlines mean these
notes were written the moming after
the Blackburn game) and if we can
emerge from the hectic period injury
free — and defean free - then 2003
that might a very enjovable year
indeed for the bovs in bluc.

Just one more point - almost 17,000
for the Blackburn game. Fantastic o

whia?

Stoke City FA Cup tie.

Don't torget, because of the
difficultics fans might experience
geting 1o the Britannia Stadium by
car (there is limited car parking
around the ground and virtually
none at all in the surrounding arcas)
Latics Supporters Club have agreed
that coaches going to Stoke on
January 4 will be available 1o non-
members,

Normally, WASTC coaches are for
members only, but in this instance it
might be difficull for supporters 1o
act 1o the ground by car and, as

there will be many hundreds of fans

wishing to sce the game, WASTC

teels this is the right decision 10 take.

2

Prices for non-members are £2 across

the board on top of the members
price. That means Adults non-
members £10 (88 member)
Concessions: 48 (26) Parent & Child
£l (£12). Coaches can be booked at
the Supporers Club in the South
stand before any home game or

Mavfair Travel on Wigan Line.

Breakfast at The Anvil

Fancy travelling to Stoke for the FA
Cup tie after munching your way
through a full English breakfast Well
now vou cian

The Anvil pub in Dorming Street is
putting on a spevial breakfast for
WASTC members travelling to the
Cup tie on January 4 at the bargain
price of £2.50

Numbers [or this event are limited 1o
the first 30 on a first come, first
served basis and applies only 10
WASTC members travelling on our
coaches to the game. Please note,
cveryone will stll have 1o make their
way 1o the SoccerDome to pick up
the coaches for the 1pm departure
alter the breakfast. Coaches WILL
NOT pick up at the Anvil,

The breakfast is at 10.30 and anvonc
interested can book their places
when they book their coach tickets
for Stoke. This offer only applics o
those people booking for the Stoke
trip at the Supporters Club. It does
nol apply o those Fans booking
through Mayfair Travel.

WASTC CONTACT DETAILS

Address:W.A.S.T.C., P O Box 160,
Wigan D.O., WNG6 7FN
e-mail:wastc@hotmail.com
Telephone:01942 737886

(THIS IS NOT A COACH
BOOKING LINE)
website:www.wastc.com

COACH BOOKINGS

Thursday 26th December

Adult: £ 9.00
Concession: £ 7.00

Parent/ Child: £15.00

Departure Time from Soccer Dome:
1.00pm

BOOKINGS BEING TAKEN IN THE
SUPPORTERS BAR RECEPTION
(SOLUTH STAND)

or VIA MAYFAIR TRAVEL ON WIGAN
LANE (01942 8299585)

PLEASE BOOK FOR ANY GAMES AS
EARLY AS POSSIBLE TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT.
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Wednesday 1st January 03 NEW YEARS DAY
Nationwide League Division Two Kick-off 3.00pm

With an away fixture this afternoon at Plymouth Argyle, Magpics
boss Bill Dearden took time before the Christmas period to hit
out at his side’s chaouc holiday programme which will see
County travel over a thousand miles over the fesiive period.
Dearden has called on the league 1o review its fixture policy
and wants more local derbies at holiday times

Dearden branded County's festive programme unfair on plavers
and supponers

“Why we dont have more local derbies ar holiday times is
beyond me. For us 10 have 1o play down at Plvmouth three
days afier Christmas is ridiculous. Ir's ume the league ook
action on this issu¢ because it's geming out of hand. Lugging
down o Plymouth makes no sense whatsoever. and the people
I feel sorrv for are the fans.”

Having seen his side win their fisst league mateh in ten anempts
with a 3-0 homwe victory over Queens Park Rangers a fortnigit
ago. Dearden has challenged his side to murn thar victory into
the wirning point of the scason

Having only avoided relegation an the final Saturday of last
scason, County again find themselves at the wrong end of the
table with the worst home record in the division. On their
travels. away wins have been completed at both Crewe
Alexandra and Cheltenham Town, strikers Danny Allsopp and
Mark Stallard both netting twice in the 4-1 victory over the
Robins back in August. Allsopp was on target in the win over
QPR 1o take his tally for the scason while netting his first for the
season was ever-present defender Nicky Fenton.

OIf the hicld, the club have revealed they are in negotiations
over a proposed deferral of plaver wages. The club recently
held talks with the Professional Footballers Associaton over
ways in which they can reduce the cnppling wage bill at
Mcadow Lane. I the same manner as their Fast Midlands rivals

Leicester City and Derby County. the Magpices are hoping
reach an agreement with players w vither deter or agree 1o a
cut in a percentage of ther wages. The magpies are currentdy
losing around £120.000 a month with debt w creditors of
between £5.5 and £6 million

This will be our third mecting this season following a 2-0 win in
the league march at Meadow Lane back in August with Andy
Liddell netting both goals. Two months later, a brace from Gary
Teale secured @ 3-2 victory in the LDV Vans Trophy.
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002-2003 Player Appearances
League FA Leaguc | Totals
Div 2 Cup Cup LW Vams

Player App G| App Goal [ App Goal| App Goal

Jobm Filan 21 2 5 28

aul Mitchell H3) (1) 12) BT

Sicve McMillan 16(1) . 191

Mau Jackson 20 1 2 5 3 1

Jasen De Vos 2T 3 1 s 2% 3

lan Breckin 11 1 Gl

Ancdy Liddell 13%2)9 2 12y 9

Neil Roberts 133 2 1 et 4

Narhan Ellington 21 9 2 2|5 5 12701 14

1= Ashcroft in (1)

Le= McCulloch I 3 2 i 3

Mike Flynn 1) 2 1| (14) 2

Siewan Kerr

Scutt Green 18(2)2 2 X1 M4 A

Tony Dinning 7 4 2 I o] 2 4

Ged Brannan t 7

Jasom Jarrett 183 2 3 1 12D 2

Nicky Eaden 12 2 ' 18

Li.lf\'.!'?* x oK) (1 X1 ) iy

Peier Kennedy 8 1 3 13

Lewginon Baines 2 2 1 2)

huian Charnock

lan Pendlebury

Pl Santus

Rvan Yeomans

Dave Beasant (n 1

Wigan Athletic

Useful numbers.

Genceral enquiries: 01942 774000

Corporate Sales/Hospitality:
01942 770400

Junior Latics:

01942 737188

Supporters and Travel: 01942 608726

Football in the Community
01942 824599
Merchandise -
JJB Sports Robin Park: 01942

212122

Soccer Dome: 01942

216945

Crompton Street: 01942 241880
Clubcall: 09068 121655

KEY TO SYMBOLS
Il PLAYED B SUB inernginad
[ BOOKED I SENT OFF

Due to print deadlines
these stats will not be 5
updated until the ]B‘
home game against
Colchester United.

We apologise for any
inconvenience this
may cause.

ﬂ \L 18 STOCKPORT COUNTY A

SATAPR 19 HUDDERSFFLD TOWN “ik




OR

i 44 . :
A B — {
=l ]
=1 K ‘H o zE12 5 H
H5H H a S H 2l
SIEL: 1Bl B
E o 2 ‘ i 12§ ‘T HE i C
=y s B H MH-BR
ELEELICE ‘A H B HH R H
S Isl o Bl S B i O B B d-"HA R H
1 3 4 5 68 7T 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
I I 1
I 41 I
I I
1 1 1
- ——
1T 1 1
LY 4 3 5 3 37 900 F Sy}
T 1 1T T T 1T 1 3
1T e 1 1 1 1 1
1 I F ¥ | 0
T 1 oA
I 0 7 1
I 3 1
B 1 1 1 1 1 1 I
EX BN 17 1 17 B 7 1 1 _ el |
__ I | I (A A () N A
I I T BT 1T 1 1 1 o]
I &+ & & & 3 1. ¢ 3 4 01
I L 14 1 13
1 I 1T 1T T 1
I T 1 I
| [ e 1
I 1 1 1 e 1
I = ]
I E L 0 1
e ¥ 3 ¢ § 9 1§ 8§ 1
' ¥ 1 7 7 1 7 7 3 % 93
B 1 1 1 1 1 111
1 B 4+ 1 1 5
1 | - - ]
T L i 4 ¥ ¥ 1 & 3§
[
-
= = [ ]
[ ]
. = [ —]
]
I
SR ]
el [
—w - . ; ]
e~ B .
) e o = 2 NG e F s el =y
; = - .




MAIN CLUB
SPONSOR

JJB

SPORTS

KIT

SPONSOR

~PATRICK

DRINKS

nathletic.tv www.wiganathletic.tv www.

Wigan Athletic

1
2
3
4
5
6.
=
8
CR

-

R
N
b

10,

19.
20.
26.
27
28.
29.
30.
33.

John Filan
Paul Mitchell
Steve McMillan
Matt Jackson

€ Jason De Vos
lan Breckin
Andy Liddell
Neil Roberts

© Nathan Ellington

Lee McCulloch
Peler Kennedy
Mike Flynn
Dave Beasant
Scott Green

Lee Ashcroft
Tony Dinning
Ged Brannan
Jason Jarrett
Nicky Eaden
Gary Teale
Leighton Baines
Greg Traynor
Kieran Charnock
lan Pendlebury
Paul Santus
Ryan Yeomans

il - [
Manager.
Paul Jewell

wiganathletic.tv www.wiganathletic.tv www.wiganathletic.tv www.wig :

BN e

SN W

Referee:
Assistants: .... MrP. Canadrne- :
Mr D. Morrison |5
Mr T. Leake

........ Mr C. Wilkes

Swindon Town

Bart Griemark
Gareth Edds
Matthew IHewlent
Adam Willis
Andrew Gumey
Keith O'Halloran
Sam Parkin
Stefan Miglioranzi
David Duke
Juan Cobian

Eric Sahin
Darren Dykes
Danny Invincible
Craig Farr
Matthew Heywood
David Brompion
Alan Reeves
Steve Robinson
Alan Young
Nathan Edwards
Chris Collins
Kevin Halliday
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Ask for a l:atalugue Instnre Now!
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Official Kit Suppliers to Wigan Athletic FC




